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(In)formal distribution channels in Romania during the 1980s:
Entrepreneurial foreign students within the Second Economy*

Abstract: This article explores the role of entrepreneurial foreign
students in the entangled informal networks of the second econo-
my in Romania during the 1980s by questioning an underexplored
part of the distribution chain, namely the provision of commodi-
ties missing or in short supply which further fueled the black mar-
ket. Using a network analysis that traced improbable connections,
we identified an unexpected channel in the form of international
trade fairs, seen here as potential occasions where informal links
are most likely to be first realized. The case study figured the sec-
ond economy as a transnational place where various actors com-
peted in the generation of hard currency.

Keywords: Transnational networks, communism, cross-border
flows, shortage economy, second economy

Introduction

Native from Congo, Victor Yila arrived in Romania for studies in 1983.
His story' is similar, in many respects, to those of other foreign students who
studied in socialist Romania, mainly in terms of everyday experiences in a time
when the economic crisis and the dictatorial regime were progressing to their

*  This work was supported by a grant of the Ministry of Research, Innovation and Digitization,
CNCS-UEFISCD], project number PN-IIT-P1-1.1-BSH-3-2021-0009, within PNCDI III.

1 Victor Yila, “Mie imi place Romania, nu plec!”, Intre patrii. Mdrturii despre identitate si
exil, ed. Mirela Florian, Ioana Popescu, (Iasi: Polirom, 2006), 97-110.
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peak.” Aliens in a foreign country, these students were navigating through a
different social order and culture to make ends meet, within various matters:
refraining to befriend Romanian students due to a strict legislation concern-
ing the contact of locals with foreign citizens,’ a somewhat easier supply from
the hard currency shops,* some occasional transactions of in-demand prod-
ucts on the black market,’ or the apparently symphatetic approach by some
Romanian fellow students, who later proved to be zelous informats for the lo-
cal Securitate.* The common thread of all the above is the development of re-
lationships and connections embedded in different degrees of informality, a
research topic which was discussed mainly in regard to the economic sector,
and to the emergence of a second economy around commodities and servic-
es missing or in short supply. The case study approached in this article brings
a new insight into the exploration of the second economy and the role of the

2 In 1982, the Romanian party leadership decided to pay in advance the whole foreign debt
that resulted in radical cuts in imports and the export of virtually all types of commodities.
Massive shortages in the supply of consumer goods and the decrease of living standards
called for comparisons with war-time consumption practices.

3 A 1958 law was first concerned with this offense, but apparently it was unevenly enforced,
see Katherine Verdery, Secrets and truths: ethnography in the archive of Romania’s secret
police, (Budapest: CEU Press, 2014), 252. Several years later, another law regulated formal
and professional relationships with foreign citizens: see the “Law no. 23 of December
17/1971” concerning the defense of the state secret in the Socialist Republic of Romania.
This law was reinforced by mid-1980s with the “Decree no. 408/1985 concerning some
measures related to the defense of state secret and the way of establishing relations with
foreigners” which was never published, therefore the monitoring of all contacts with
foreigners was generalized; Romanians were required to sign a commitment to respect the
law (the unpublished decree) and to report the content of interactions with foreigners by
whatever means they happened: meetings, (in)formal discussions, phone conversations
etc., see ACNSAS, Documentary Fund, Folder D0013376, vol 12.

4 The hard currency shops (called “Dollar shops”) were supplying imported merchandise
of better quality for foreign customers: tourists, students, or business travelers. In charge
with this activity was the “Comturist” agency, which had shops in hotels, airports, border
points, etc. and sold goods through 123 units: 14 in Bucharest, 75 on the Black Sea coast,
and 34 in other cities located on the main tourist routes. Other shops in hotels belonged to
the county tourism councils. Complaining about the chronic food shortages he encountered
during the first weeks of his stay, Victor Yila was fortunate enough to be given a pass
from his embassy, that allowed him to shop from the diplomatic stores in Bucharest. The
latter were accessible only for the Romanian high leadership and for members of foreign
embassies and missions, and one could find a wide assortment of goods, from groceries
to household and media staples, cf. Yila, Op. cit., 98.

5  Mainly blue jeans and cigarettes.

6  Romania’s Secret Police, similar in mission and scope to the other specialized bodies in
the Eastern bloc: KGB, Stasi, StB, etc.
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foreign students in the entangled informal networks that unfolded through-
out the countries of the Eastern communist bloc during the last decade of the
Cold war and the emerging globalization of the 1980s.

Given its concealed nature, accounts on the second economy in the
Eastern bloc moved progressively from anecdotal and ethnographic essays that
associated informality and the second economy with questions of (il)legality,
to contributions based on more refined analytical tools that addressed the in-
terplay of formal and informal activities within the second economy, “the least
‘socialist’ sector of the economy”.” As the literature review will shortly reveal,
recent interdisciplinary endevours brought to the fore not only more nuanced
narratives that captured the complexity of socialist life, but added several in-
terrogations on processes that are less visible when one questions longer time
frames. Building on the latter, this article moves the discussion to a network
analysis approach and aims to uncover new perspectives in the way informal-
ity can be questionned during the late socialist years in Romania. Here comes
into play the study of the role played by entrepreneurial foreign students in the
second economy, examined as part of a “pluri-functional and polycentric sys-
tem of interconnected actors.”®

Informality and the second economy
in Socialist Romania during the 1980s

Recent years have brought a global turn in the historiography of East-
ern Europe that combine comparative and transnational approaches of the re-
gion, mostly regarding the communist period. Several works thus consider the
1980s as a time when globalization was not a singular process, but rather re-
fers to a multiplicity of competing policy and political projects, as well as pro-
cesses of globalization from below.’

7 Jozsef Borocz, Informality and the Second Economy in East-Central Europe, (Washington:
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of International Labor Affairs, 1992), 2-3.

8 Francois Constantin, “L’informel internationalisé ou la subversion de la territorialité,”
Cultures & Conflits 21-22/1996, 1-25.

9  Jonathan Davis, The Global 1980s: People, Power and Profit, (London: Routledge/Taylor
& Francis, 2019); James Mark, Bogdan C. Iacob, Tobias Rupprecht, Ljubica Spaskovska,
1989. A Global History of Eastern Europe, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019);
Alternative Globalizations: Eastern Europe and the Postcolonial World, ed. James Mark,
Artemy M. Kalinovsky, Steffi Marung, (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2019);
Piratages audiovisuels. Les voies souterraines de la mondialisation culturelle, ed. Tristan
Mattelart, (Louvain-la-Neuve: De Boeck Supérieur, 2011); The Socialist Good Life: Desire,
Development, and Standards of Living in Eastern Europe, ed. Cristofer Scarboro, Diana
Mincyte, Zsuzsu Gille, (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2020).
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On the other had, a rich scholarship from the Cold war years' focused
on the complementarity of informality and the black market, which were framed
mainly as a “deviation”, or “an institutionalized pathology.”!! This approach was
lately tempered and explored by researchers familiar with inside aspects of the
system, doubled by sound anthropological and sociological analysis.'> From
cross country comparisions to case studies that view informal transactions of
the second economy beyond some widely held, yet oversimplified image of an
illegal activity, current studies observed continuities and ruptures throughout
long-term social processes, and questioned both the theological view of 1989
as ground zero for the advent of consumerist cultures, and the metanarratives
of the Cold War that were still unfolding during the 1990."

The study of the 1980s decade in Socialist Romania poses the chal-
lenge of exploring what lies beyond the accounts of the country as an isolat-
ed site of national Stalinism. In a previous paper on the bureaucratic gaps that
emerged from outdated or incomplete regulations of trade operations, I ques-
tioned several significant factors that influenced economic, social, and cultural
developments throughout 1980s."* Amongst these figured (1) the foreign debt

10  The bibliography elaborated by Grossman covers over 150 publications dedicated to the
second economy in the URSS and Eastern Europe, while other studies approach the subject
exploring causes, forms, and consequences for long term economic developments, see
Gregory Grossman, Vladimir Treml, The Second Economy in the USSR and Eastern Europe: A
Bibliography., Berkeley-Duke Occasional Papers on the Second Economy in the USSR, (Durham:
Duke University, 1985); Steven Sampson, “The Second Economy of the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe”, The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 493/1987,
120-136; Horst Brezinski, Paul Petersen, “The Second Economy in Romania,” The Second
Economy in Marxist States, ed. Maria Lo$, (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 1990).

11 Malgorzata Irek, Travelling with the Argonauts: Informal Networks Seen without a Vertical
Lens, (New York: Berghahn Books, 2018), 140.

12 See Alexey Yurchak who explored “the internal paradoxes of life under socialism”, Alexei
Yurchak, Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More: The Last Soviet Generation,
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2006), and Alena Ledeneva inviting to chart the
underexplored field of the “blat” as a series of practices which enabled the Soviet system
to function and made it tolerable, but also subverted it, Alena Ledeneva, Russia’s economy
of favours: Blat, networking and informal exchange, (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1998).

13 Besides Yurchak and Ledeneva, see Anne E. Gorsuch, Diane P. Koenker, The Socialist
Sixties: Crossing Borders in the Second World, (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
2013), Susan Reid, ,,Cold War binaries and the culture of consumption in the late Soviet
home”, Journal of Historical Research in Marketing 1/2016, 17-43, Martin H. Folly, ,Review:
Cold War Dichotomies”, Journal of American Studies 3/2000, 503-508.

14 Alexandra Bardan, ,Bureaucratic Gaps in Romania during the 1980s: Diasporas,
Transnational Solidarity Networks, and the Second Economy”, New Europe College
Yearbook 2021-2022 (forthcoming).
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crisis that generated new strategies through which Romanian companies ob-
tained hard currency, (2) the austerity measures that impacted everyday life
with consumption practices recalling war-time scarcity and shortages, (3) a se-
ries of double standards which allowed certain categories of the population to
legally have access to hard currency either by working or by having relatives
abroad" and (4) the (mainly) western technological and telecommunications
developments that added supplementary connections between diasporic com-
munities and kin groups in Romania. All these factors fueled and facilitated
in various ways the expansion of transnational (in)formal solidarity networks
that compensated for the regular shortages of consumer goods. Moreover, oth-
er scholars proposed interdisciplinary perspectives that brought to the fore bot-
tom-up approaches and social processes which enlighten, albeit through inci-
dental accounts, the dynamics of informal trade networks.'®

Considering the image of Socialist Romania as one of the most isolat-
ed countries in the communist bloc, one should regard at least two aspects: it
pertains mainily to the restrictions on international mobility, on contacts with
citizens from other countries and to a heavily controlled media system, while it
is also worth noting that the commercial liaisons with foreigners were sought
after, albeit despised for the fear of undesired external ideological influenc-
es.!” In this vein, the (in)formal transnational trade tends to be overlooked, al-
though several accounts place Romania as a dynamic place for the exchange
of hard currency, informal trading with the locals was reported to be a much

15 Regulations concerning the possession and the handling of hard currency date back to the
“Law no. 284 of August 14/ 1947 for the transfer to the National Bank of Romania of gold,
effective currencies and other foreign means of payment.” However, during the early 1970s
three new decrees allowed certain people to acquire with foreign currency durable goods
(produced in the country or imported), to have personal accounts in foreign currency if
they worked in other countries and to build, buy or repair houses and holiday lodging.

16  Communism Unwrapped: Consumption in Cold War Eastern Europe, ed. Paula Bren, Mary
Neuburger, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012); David Crowley, Susan E. Reid,
Pleasures in Socialism: Leisure and Luxury in the Eastern Bloc, (Evanston: Northwestern
University Press, 2010).

17 Tourism is illustrative for the ambivalent approach of communist authorities. Even during
the period of controlled détente and liberalization of the 1960s, the logic of the Cold War
prevailed by implicitly framing foreign tourists as potential spies, while the population
had to be protected from the negative influence of foreign-mediated capitalist values,
mediated through lifestyles, practices of consumption, fashion, and ideas that were different
from the socialist model. However, commercial tourism was an important source of hard
currency, that was necessary to finance other sectors of the economy and was also a means
of reducing the foreign debt.
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better experience that in other countries from southeastern Europe'® and, due
to chronic shortages, in Romania it was the buyers who looked for the sell-
ers.”” Another important factor should be thus considered, by following the
trail of hard currency: accesible for foreign students, but not for the large ma-
jority of the population, it also figures as an important ressource for paying in
advance the foreign debt. The latter is currently associated with the harsh aus-
terity measures in Romania and with the common paradigm of “economy of
shortage” throughout the countries of the Eastern European communist bloc.
I argue that “following the money” leads to a series of case studies uncovering
several anomalies that cut across the East-West divide, such as the trading of
luxury and premium goods, and a “hard currency discrimination” that rein-
forced in the long term some double standards embedded in the socialist con-
sumer culture, long before 1989.

The field, the sources, and the method

As mentioned previously, foreign students in Socialist Romania will
be approached as part of a “pluri-functional and polycentric system of inter-
connected actors,” a theoretical model developped by Frangois Constantin
during the 1990s and inspired by his work on the political economies of Ari-
can countries. Constantin moved away from the initial framing of informali-
ty as a problematic activity containing small units of action that functionned
on the margins of the law, and called for a broader context, where references
span from multinational corporations to transnational family ties. This new
model invites one to see transnational networks outsides geographies, in a con-
stant flow, where there is no leader, and which are fuelled by win-win transac-
tional interactions. Malgorzata Irek, a Polish anthropologist with more than
30 years of fieldwork in Eastern Europe, enphasized the horizontal nature of
informality, where the “ethnography is not confined to a ‘site’ or a number of
specified ‘sites, but instead it flows freely with the actors,”*® escaping the log-
ic of geographical and social scales. The two models ecourage a more flexible
and non-linear approach of an informal trade network, although at first sight

18  Irek, Op. cit., 189-193, Valentin Hossu-Longin, ,Dura lex, sed lex,” Romdnia Pitoreascd
5/1985, 110; “Foreign students flock to Romania”, 5. 10. 1986, Item FF185, HU OSA 300-
60-1-169-9, Records of Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty Research Institute, Open Society
Archives at Central European University, Budapest.

19 Florentina Tone, “Noi toti ne suspectam unii pe ceilalti”, Bisnitari, descurcdreti,
supravietuitori, ed. Zoltan Rostas, Antonio Momoc, (Bucuresti: Curtea Veche, 2013),
66-90.

20  Irek, Op. cit., 167.
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the foreign students, at least the entreprenurial actors of this community, may
solely describe peripheral players whose engagement within the region and the
global is marginal at best.

The story of Victor Yila,*! who was aided by his ambassdor to obtain,
via the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a special commercial pass sheds
some light into the case where his entry in the community of buyers from the
diplomatic shops in Bucharest was formalized without great dificulties. Vic-
tor Yila lived and attended courses in Pitesti, but got supplies from Bucharest
once every two weeks, where he traveled by car. Although his story does not fit
into the pattern of the entrepreneurial students, his example highlights a key
idea where informal trade networks can be scrutinized, namely the idea of im-
probable connections. This notion becomes the red thread that will guide the
triangulation of information based on the content analysis of several archival
sources and artefacts, from personal photographs to advertisements and com-
mercial catalogs, through a case study method.”? I also conducted 2 interviews
with actors whose experiences touched the topic of informal trade networks
and the foreign students community, and added 4 previous interviews with
respondents which informed on student life during the 1980s. For the criti-
cal reading of the Securitate archival funds, still subject of much controversy,”
Kathrine Verdery provides a series of valuable insights. A closer look into the
circulation of the Securitate documents** allows to retrace trajectories, con-
nections and networks not only of people, but also for cases* and economic
entities,” raising the challenge to deal rather with the excess of information,
not with the lack of it. Numerous files had multiple authors as well as several
layers of information on a given topic, from typed documents and handwrit-
ten notes to reports that combined both forms of written communcation in a
“site at which knowledge about ‘reality’ was concentrated through collecting

21  Yila, Op. cit., 98.

22 Robert K. Yin, Case Study Research Design and Methods, 5 edition, (Thousand Oaks:
Sage, 2014).

23 Lavinia Stan, “Inside the Securitate Archives”, The Cold War International History Project,
Wilson Center, published 4 March 2005 on https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/inside-
the-securitate-archives, retrieved 15 September 2022.

24  Verdery, Op. cit., 67-71.

25 Called “case files”, they gathered information on target groups or specific topics which
were considered important from an intelligence perspective, cf. Lavinia Stan, Op. cit.

26  The latter were known as “objective files” and focused on the activity of various Romanian
companies, due to their line of work and commercial liaisons with foreign commercial
actors.
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endless amounts of information”,” corroborating facts, demanding more in-
tel, calling for the attention of other departments etc.

Foreign students in Socialist Romania

A 1989 dispatch from the local news agency Agerpres estimated that
more than 20.000 foreigners have graduated from Romania’s universities in
the previous ten years.?® Correlated with other sources, these figures inform
on the evolution of the internationalization of higher education not only in
Romania, but in a broader perspective. A first reference® outlines the foreign
students’ enrollment in the country, and points to a steady evolution in num-
bers, from 4.971 freshmen in 1975 to a peak of 16.962 new students in 1981,
followed by a constant decline until the end of the decade. Additional statistics
allow to correlate this decrease not only to the economic crisis and the deteri-
oration of living standards in Romania, but also to a “levelling oft in the flows
of foreign students to the countries of Europe, given that international mo-
bility had already reached its peak by the early 1980s and the focus of foreign-
ers shifted towards postgraduate, doctoral studies and research. At the same
time, one can also note a slight decrease starting with 1980 in the number of
Romanian students enrolled each year.

Related to the shares of foreign students in the total number of enrolled
students, available data for 1980-1983 point to Romania as leader among the
countries of the communist bloc, with an average of 8.6% foreign students,*
followed by Bulgaria with 4.9%, Hungary with 2.6% and Czechoslovakia with
1.97%. Input from the RFE/RL research reports give a quite accurate picture
regarding the sociodemographic profile of the students’ community, stemming
from the strong ties developed by socialist Romania to the non-aligned coun-

27  Katherine Verdery, ,,Ethnography in the Securitate Archive”, Acta Universitatis Sapientiae
1-2/2014, 12.

28 Romanian Monitoring, Agerpres, 3 May 1989, Item ZCZC, HU OSA 300-60-1-169-9,
Records of Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty Research Institute; Open Society Archives
at Central European University, Budapest.

29  The long-term trends are based on based on data from the National Institute for Statistics
and UNESCO, in Valentin Maier, “Foreign students enrolled in the Medicine and Pharmacy
Higher Education in Romania”, Clujul Medical 2/2016, 307-312.

30 The European Centre for Higher Education, “Foreign Students in the countries of the
Europe region: basic statistical data”, Higher Education in Europe 11/1986, 68-79.

31 The percentage is similar to Austria and Belgium at that time, cf. The European Centre for
Higher Education, Op. cit.
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tries of the Third World, to the Middle East and Arab countries of the region,*
as well as foreign students with Romanian background.” A 1982 report esti-
mated that 16.000 students came from Africa, Asia and Latin America, 4.000
from West Germany, 1.000 from Israel, more than 3.000 from Greece and a
smaller number from the US, Canada, United Kingdom, and Japan. At the be-
ginning of the 1970s, 40% of the students opted for polytechnical studies, 40%
for a medical curriculum, and around 20% for courses in agriculture, econom-
ics, architecture and arts, but starting with 1975 there was a steady increase in
the number of foreign students in medicine and pharmacy.** Although Roma-
nia’s policy for integrating the foreigners in the university life included courses
in Romanian language and regular academic disciplines, some shared facilities
and extracurricular activities, the foreign students were surreptitiously sepa-
rated in campuses. This isolation came from the restrictions refraining locals
to be in contact with students from other countries, but also from the double
standards embedded in the foreigner’s status, meaning better living conditions,
international mobility,* access to hard currency shops and other facilities.”
A cross reference of archival sources from that period depicts a com-
plex and contradictory image of the topic. In the official discourse,” the foreign
students appear as part of a larger, ambitious project of the Romanian state, in
the aim to open its prestigious higher education to the world, in particular to
non-aligned countries. A hidden discourse stemming from the Securitate® car-
ries an explicit anti-western stance, since the foreign students were mediators
of bourgeois cosmopolitanism, providers of alien cultures and habits to a stra-

32 Linked to mutual projects and Romanian workforces exported to Syria and Iraq. A
significant detail is that Romania was sending only 680 students to study abroad in 1985.

33 “Situation Report: Romania, 14 June 19737, 14 June 1973, HU OSA 300-8-47-192-24,
»Situation Report: Romania, 8 December 1982”7, 8 December 1982. HU OSA 300-8-47-
206-21, Records of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty Research Institute: Publications
Department: Situation Reports; Open Society Archives at Central European University,
Budapest.

34 Maier, Op. cit.

35 Foreigners were granted several exit visas.

36 Besides material privileges, foreign students benefited of low fees, of scholarships, a
somewhat easier access to attend prestigious degrees (such as the medical schools), some
undergraduate studies were exempt of an entrance examination (a high school diploma
and certificate of aptitudes sufficed). They were also excused from self-administrative tasks
and from political ideological courses/ meetings.

37 Media and official party documents.

38 Andra-Octavia Dréighiciu, “Between ‘totalitarianism’ and ‘terrorism’. An introductory
study about the ‘Arab’ students in the Romanian Socialist Republic (1974-1989)”, Caietele
CNSAS 1-2/2013, 326.
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tegic category of Romanian citizens, students that were preparing to become
a reliable workforce in the national socialist project. One should also note the
irony of the reports, since the foreigners were allegedly channeling corrupt-
ed practices, mediated by mundane products that had a high symbolical value
at the time, as the bad influence was conveyed not only in problematic habits,
but also in the lavish consumerism of jeans, cigarettes and alcoholic beverag-
es.” The critical discourse, based on RFE/RL documents, reported the foreign
students’” topic mainly as an “education industry” providing a cashflow which
was estimated at 5% of the hard currency needed to pay the external debt.*
The downside of the process was the cosmopolitanism flowing from the cam-
puses and the dynamic black-market activities in which entrepreneurial fel-
lows were involved.

Foreign students had access to Western products that most locals were
deprived of, because they could purchase scarce goods from the “Shop” stores,
while they were also mediators of a Western pop culture. A respondent re-
membered that her cousin, an American citizen who studied in Bucharest, re-
ceived regularly video cassettes, magazines, and records: “I remember how we
heard that Bob Marley died. We received a phone call from my aunt, she want-
ed to tell us, because he was one of our favorite musicians.”*' Testimonies con-
vey narratives about campuses as a place where there was heavy traffic with
“jeans, coffee, calculators, Kent, Gambrinus beer, tapes, Walkmans, you name
it, even class notes, projects, pens for group leaders,’* where in student dorms
there were handmade advertisements that promoted a lively exchange of “up-
to-date music, movies and magazines,”* in short, a privileged place where the
offer was meeting the demand, not only for the student community, but also

39  The troublemakers were broadly seen as the Arab students, a very large category, regardless
of the country that they were coming from. They were politically active, dynamic informal
traders, buying constantly from the dollar shops, and held some problematic relationships
with local Romanian women. Due to a few incidents, they were under constant surveillance
suspecting channels for terrorism, cf. Draghiciu, Op. cit.

40  “Situation Report: Romania, 8 December 19827, Op. cit.

41 Interview with Cristina Boboc, 12 June 2019.

42 Razvan Baltaretu, “Fotografii cu studentii romani din comunism, care-ti arata ci facultatea
nu s-a schimbat deloc”, interview with Andrei Birsan, Vice, 28 September 2016, retrieved on
15 September 2022 from https://www.vice.com/ro/article/vvex7j/studenti-din-comunism,
Tone, op.cit., 76, Yila, Op. cit., 98, Ovidiu Ohanesian, “Migranti in communism”, 15. 11.
2014, AntiMafia, retrieved on 15 September 2022 from https://ohanesian.wordpress.
com/2014/11/15/migranti-in-comunism-ep-1/.

43 Interview with Bogdan Hrib, 26 June 2019.
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for local entrepreneurs and customers, alike.* While much of the offer and de-
mand topic was partially covered to date, there is little information about how
the traders operated to provision the needed merchandise. The case study de-
veloped next aims to bring new insights into this question.

Entangled (in)formal networks of supply

I explored the case study from several perspectives, by interrogating
the most current sources of provision used by the foreign students either for
their own needs, or to be invested in further informal transactions with local
tellows and lay people in search of scarce products.

In the context of chronic food shortages, foreign students would em-
ulate local practices, since their tactics for obtaining food and fuel were large-
ly the same of average Romanians, i.e., dealing with connections in the state
commercial system and restaurants.* Foreigners had however the means to buy
necessities from the hard currency shops and duty-free outlets. Diplomats and
embassy members had access to two specialized shops in Bucharest, and since
obtaining a pass was however possible, these sources were available to other cat-
egories of foreigners living in the country. An informed account from dr. David
Haddaler*® pointed towards other means of supply: on regular basis via tele-
phone order-shops for groceries,”” from a local shop at the embassy, and twice
a year by ordering from the “Peter Justesen” company,*® a worldwide duty-free

44  Tone, Op. cit. See also the documentary Adevaruri despre trecut: Student strdin in R. S. R,
published 17 January 2021 on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyu4bCAcpgY, retrieved
15 September 2022.

45  “Foreign students flock to Romania,” Op. cit. The local informal networks for food developed
within the Romanian society were mainly based on family ties with rural households, see
Steven Sampson, “Rich Families and Poor Collectives. The Second Economy in Romania”,
Bidrag til Ostatsforskning 1/1982.

46 Interview with dr. David Hadaller, 3 April 2022. Dr. Hadaller was a Fulbright Lecturer in
Tasi during 1987-88, and currently documents this experience on the Facebook page: My
Fulbright Year in Romania, www.facebook.com/DrHadaller. He was provided with an ID
card allowing him to buy food and other items available at the food stores of the diplomatic
corps in Bucharest. The permits were nominal, they were valid only accompanied by the
holder’s identity document and were non-transferable. Dr. Hadaller also emphasized the
harsh contrast between Romania and other countries from the communist bloc in terms
of living standards and access to basic products.

47  Prices were in local currency, and access to order-shops were part of Fulbright
accommodation package. Locals could also order groceries, yet according to testimonies
the phone lines were always busy, making it difficult to place orders.

48  Asreported by dr. Hadaller for his experience, US Fulbright fellows arriving in Romania
were given a “Peter Justesen” catalogue and advised to place a first order right away. Dr.
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retailer for embassies, consulates, and other international organizations.* The
living experience gained throughout a year spent in Romania proved that or-
dering from the “Peter Justesen” catalogue was expensive, even for a foreign-
er, because the “Dollar shops” provided a wide assortment of merchandise at
more competitive prices.

Insights from various accounts mark the hard currency shops, run by
“Comturist” and local tourism bodies, as the privileged source of merchandise
for foreign students engaged in informal trading. Seen as a “driving force behind
Bucharest’s lively black market,* the entrepreneurial fellows used hard curren-
cy to buy scarce goods, then resell the products to Romanians at inflated prices
in the local currency. The sums were then changed back to dollars from tour-
ists and businessmen, “at up to four or five times the official exchange rate”*!
Besides imported cigarettes (mainly Kent),”* coffee, beverages, soap, sham-
poo, and cosmetics were resold on the black market at higher prices. Frequent
trips to Western countries were used to acquire gold and “suitcases full of blue
jeans.””® The hard currency shops were also the source for household appli-
ances and home electronics which were resold for tenfold their normal price.

However, it appears that even the hard currency shops were not ex-
empt of shortages of various items. In late 1985, the Decree nr. 366 issued by
the State Council regulated the activity of selling Romanian goods in converti-
ble currency. Mircea Hranovschi, who worked as an economist at Comturist at
that time, recalled some effects of the decree, since it stipulated that the “Dollar
shops” should sell mainly goods manufactured in Romania, while the number
of items approved for imports was cut down to five: coffee, cocoa, citrus, pea-

Hadaller compared the two lists he had made at that time, the first one without an informed
context of buying, containing many misguided items, while the second order included
scarce products and even household items (laundry detergent, a broom), besides snacks
and beverages for socializing occasions. Both orders from the “Peter Justesen” catalogue
were paid with personal money.

49 A 1985 advertisement published by the “Peter Justesen” company in the Foreign Service
Journal (second interior cover) focused on the 1000 pages catalogue, a “cornucopia of the
things you need for daily living, entertaining and recreation. It is also a splendid source
of gift ideas.”

50 One of my informants mentioned an example where a foreign student received parcels
from the family with goods to be resold.

51 “Foreign students flock to Romania”, Op. cit.

52 Kent was used as a currency to buy a wide range of gods and services, Garry Lee, “In
Romania, Kent as Currency,” The Washington Post, 29. 8. 1987.

53  “Situation Report: Romania, 8 December 19827, Op. cit.
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nuts and color photographic films, while home electronics were excluded.** A
letter to Radio Free Europe reported that a series of rumors circulated about
an alleged closure of the “Dollar shops”, and of the mandatory exchange of the
hard currency legally held by Romanians in bank accounts at a very low rate,
14 Lei for 1 $, instead of 60 Lei, the black market rate. Apparently, the rumors
prompted huge queues at shops, with a buying spree that cleared even a stock
of hard-to-sell foreign goods.”

Albeit there were noticeable cutbacks in provisioning the hard cur-
rency stores during the second half of the 1980s, a dynamic evolution of infor-
mal (and/or illicit) trade can be traced starting from 1984 in the classified ads
published by the national daily Romania Liberd, where the number of sales ads
for media equipment grew steadily every year.* The informal import networks
were fueled by employees of local international transport companies, by perfor-
mance athletes and teams, by Romanian citizens who worked abroad, and last,
but not least, by foreign students. Another source of provision can be identi-
fied when linking the latter with a series of international trade fairs organized
in Bucharest. This last example calls for improbable connections within infor-
mal networks, documented through the surveillance of the Securitate on eco-
nomic topics.”” Three trade fairs were organized by the “Peter Justesen” com-

54  Although imports were reduced by the decree nr. 366/1985, there were still means to
provision the hard currency stores with foreign merchandise: the first one comes from
a 1977 set of norms regarding “the regulation of accepting and using gifts received from
foreign partners in the country or abroad”. The norms stipulated that objects should be
used either to equip the enterprise with what was missing, or they were to be capitalized,
with priority in foreign currency through “Comturist”, see ACNSAS, Documentary Fund,
Folder D0016580, vol 1. The second source came from confiscations made by the Economic
Militia who was tracing smugglers and speculators, interview with Mircea Hranovschi, 6
October 2022.

55  Gabriel Andreescu, Mihnea Berindei, Ultimul deceniu comunist. Scrisori citre Radio Europe
Liberd, Vol. 2, (Iasi: Polirom, 2015), 63-65.

56 Radios, televisions, tape recorders, pick-ups, radio cassette players, jukeboxes, discs,
cassettes, tapes, and videocassettes. The analysis was based on the number of the classified
ads published in the first week of October, tracked for a period of 20 years — 1970-1989, see
Alexandra Bardan, “Fenomenul video in Roménia anilor ‘80: intre secretul lui Polichinelle si
Operatiunea ‘Mica publicitate’, Iscoada, published on October 7, 2021 at www.iscoada.com/
text/fenomenul-video-in-romania-anilor-80-intre-secretul-lui-polichinelle-si-operatiunea-
mica-publicitate.

57  The trail of information points to the Securitate department of the city of Bucharest, the
2" Directorate of Economic Counterespionage, informers from the “Comturist” agency,
the Customs Warehouse from Chitila, the management of the Ministry of Tourism, and
the leadership of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and International Economic Cooperation,
see ACNSAS, Documentary Fund, Folder D0008853, vol 23.
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pany, highlighting a framework of exclusive formal transactions for the foreign
embassies and missions in Romania, whose members were authorized to shop
there, given their diplomatic status.®

The first trade faire was organized in November 1985, in the hall of
central landmark in Bucharest,” where the “Peter Justesen” company exhib-
ited and sold a wide range of electronic equipment, beverages, cigarettes, cof-
fee, cosmetic items worth US$ 180,000. The success of the exhibition was cer-
tified by a noteworthy increase in the volume of orders the following months,
which led the company to plan a future event for the next year. Customs doc-
uments from a Warehouse in Chitila® regarding the parcels arrived from the
“Peter Justensen” company for the diplomatic missions in Romania showed an
increase of almost 150% in the number of parcels during the nine months fol-
lowing the fair: from 14,254 pieces in the 3™ quarter of 1985 to 28,150 pieces
in the 4™ quarter, then to 44,851 in the first quarter of 1986. In terms of weight,
the evolution was less spectacular, from 656,799 kg to 714,023 kg, and finally
to a 926,123 kg volume of merchandise.

The 1986 fair was planned at the beginning of the year, as the company
“Peter Justensen” got in contact with the local Company for Fairs, Exhibitions
and Advertising for Foreign Trade (ITEPCE)®' to establish the period and the
place of the exhibition. Although ITEPCE did not have the necessary approv-
als, it counted on receipts worth approximately $10,000, therefore it agreed to
organize an exhibition between 12-14 May, with the venue to be determined
later. The context of this second event, as described in a Securitate typed note,
is relevant for the cutbacks experienced by the local hard currency stores: “As
a result of the reduction of the range of products made available to diplomat-
ic missions accredited in the Socialist Republic of Romania, through the net-
work of ‘Shop’ and ‘Comturist’ stores, the Danish order house ‘Peter Justensen’
is going to organize in the next period an exhibition for the presentation and
sale of products intended exclusively for diplomatic missions and their mem-

58 The benefits were related to the duty-free shopping, meaning exemption from custom
duties and VAT, and operationalized in highly competitive prices, usually cheaper than
the local market price. At the same time, duty-free shopping required the buyer to hold
an official diplomatic document or a foreign passport.

59 The auditorium belonging to the Palace of Socialist Romania (the name of the former
Royal Palace at that time). The auditorium was used as a cinema, so it was an accessible
place to visit.

60  Chitila is a town situated about 9 km to the northwest of Bucharest.

61 InRomanian - Intreprinderea de Tirguri, Expozitii si Publicitate pentru Comert Exterior
(ITEPCE).
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bers”%2 The offer was quite generous and various, with audio-video equipment,
household appliances, leather goods, cosmetics, cigarettes, watches, etc. worth
1,533,679 Danish crowns,” and totaling 11,922 kg. The “Romtrans” Agency in
Bucharest was hired for the transport, estimated at US $10,000. The problem
remained the venue, since “Comturist” did not agree with the exhibition on
the grounds that the Danish company carried out an unfavorable competition
and raised this claim to the ITEPCE. However, it appears that a director from
the latter had already approved that the event should take place at the Inter-
continental Hotel,** a place with a different commercial traffic, frequented by
many foreign students.®

The third edition of the “Peter Justensen” trade fair was organized again
at the Intercontinental Hotel, the “Round Hall”, during 25-27 May 1987. The
company presented a wide and varied range of merchandise consisting of au-
dio-video equipment (radio-cassette players, VCRs, color televisions, music
systems, audio, and video cassettes, etc.), household appliances (food proces-
sors, coffee grinders, mixers, etc.), food products (chocolate, sweets, canned
goods, coffee, etc.), cosmetics (perfumes, creams, make-up products, men’s cos-
metics, etc.), leather goods (bags, travel suitcase sets, cords, etc.), household
items (sets of pans, sets of glasses, sets of knives, cutlery, etc.), interior decora-
tion items (furniture fabrics, drapes, curtains, garden furniture) and electronic
games for TV sets. The note reporting on this event added new elements of con-
text,% since the “Peter Justensen” company has been said to organize, for about
two years already, a traveling exhibition especially for members of diplomatic
representations from socialist countries. The exhibited products were mainly
stock goods that were presented under extremely attractive prices, which the
company wanted to liquidate. Besides the 40-50% discounts below the normal
catalog prices, the “Peter Justensen” company also offered a special discount of
15% on the overall value of all orders based on the items on display. Since the

62  ACNSAS, Documentary Fund, Folder D0008853, vol 23, f. 18.

63  An equivalent of about US$ 190,400, calculation based on the “U.S. Dollar / Danish
Krone Historical Reference Rates from Bank of England for 1986, accessed on www.
poundsterlinglive.com/bank-of-england-spot/historical-spot-exchange-rates/usd/USD-
to-DKK-1986

64 As compared to the previous exhibition place, Hotel Intercontinental was not accessible
for the average Romanian, not only in terms of prices, but mainly because it was a heavily
surveilled place by the Securitate.

65 “Foreign students flock to Romania”, Op. cit.

66  ACNSAS, Documentary Fund, Folder D0008853, vol 23, f. 12.
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goods could only be ordered, not purchased on the spot, the delivery of or-
ders was exempted of shipping fees, rendering the offer even more attractive.

Another striking difference for the 1987 fair was the total value of
the orders, that amounted to about US$ 4,3 million, an impressive result giv-
en the short time allotted to the fair, of only three days and a visitation pro-
gram from 13.00h to 19.00h. Correlated to the estimated purchasing power
of the diplomatic staff during the previous exhibitions, the discounts alone
could not explain the high rate of the orders. A brief analysis suggested by
the informant who reported on the matter counted several factors. One of
them was related to the deficits in “Comturist™s offer, and to the Decree nr.
366/1985 according to which, besides the cuts in imports, all sales were con-
ditioned by a ratio of 50% imported goods, and 50% domestically produced
goods, quotas that were enforced at the stores reserved for diplomatic and
commercial representatives. In this respect, the goods presented in the “Peter
Justensen” fair were either missing from the “Comturist” offer, or the same
goods had substantially reduced prices and were not subject to limitations or
quotas for any purchase. For example, a box of 50 cartons of Kent cigarettes
cost US$ 700 in the local open circuit offer of the hard currency shops in ho-
tels, US$ 550 in the closed-circuit duty-free stores and shops for diplomats,
and only US$ 290.40 in the “Peter Justensen” fair trade catalog. For the elec-
tronics, the gap between prices was even bigger: a Sharp GF 7300 radio cas-
sette player cost US$ 144 in the open circuit offer of the hard currency shops
in hotels, US$ 135 in the closed-circuit duty-free stores and shops for diplo-
mats, and only US$ 55 in the “Peter Justensen” price list, or for an Akai vid-
eocassette recorder VS 12, the prices descended from $1117 to $1047, and
to $578 as discounted by the “Peter Justensen” company.

Whether it was or not intended as a part of “Peter Justensens” com-
mercial strategy,” a second reason for the push in its sales at the 1987 fair was
backed by the fact that the purchases were made not only by members of dip-
lomatic missions but also by foreign students from all university centers of the
country, who were previously notified of the “Peter Justensen” event by their
country’s embassies and were asked what they wanted to buy from the fair.
The resulting quantities were then distributed among members of the embas-
sy, since placing orders (and filling out forms) was reserved exclusively to hold-
ers of a diplomatic identification. Moreover, the report specified that the prod-

67 1gotin touch with the “Peter Justensen” company via email to explore the possibility of
accessing their archives from the 1980s, but my request was declined, due to lack of time
and short of staff.
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ucts and quantities requested by foreign students were intended not only for
their own needs but also for resale in the local currency. The informant em-
phasized the foreign students’ switch of suppliers, the “Peter Justensen” com-
pany instead of the local “Dollar shops”, to mark the main cause, i.e., the De-
cree nr. 366/1985, and to project the negative outcome, a decrease in the future
sales of all Romanian hard currency stores, be they for diplomatic represent-
atives, or other outlets in Bucharest and in the university centers throughout
the country. Since the “Dollar shops” were running out of their usual custom-
ers, the foreign students, the net losses were estimated to be at least 50% of the
total sales figure achieved by “Comturist”, about 2 million dollars.* The report
also deplored the lack of coordination between the state’s enterprises, point-
ing a finger towards the Intercontinental Hotel, because the amount collected
by the hotel for organizing the “Peter Justesen” exhibition, estimated between
US$ 20,000 and 30,000, was extremely small compared to the losses of “Com-
turist™s subsequent income.

Partial conclusions

This article questionned the role of the foreign students in the entan-
gled informal networks of the second economy in Socialist Romania during the
1980s, and explored a novel perspective by asking how entrepreneurial trad-
ers operated to provision commodities and services missing or in short sup-
ply. With this approach, the analysis focused on an underexplored part of the
chain of distribution and identified an unexpected channel in the form of in-
ternational trade fairs. Available data and sources revealed that the role of the
foreign students, who became informal buyers in the “Peter Justesen” exhibi-
tion of 1987, appears as an incidental occurrence. At the same time, it broadens
the investigation of informal networks by pointing the need to consider how
the instance of improbable connections will inform future analysis.

The next interrogations may thus be linked to the foreign trade fairs
and shows organized throughout the years as potential occasions where infor-
mal commercial links are most likely to be first realized. The exemple of the
“Peter Justesen” series of exhibition showed that changing a variable, i.e., the

68 The estimations may seem exaggerated, however data corroborated from other lines of
activity from “Comturist” point towards revenues situated between US$ 2 and 4 million,
see Alexandra Bardan, “Bureaucratic Gaps in Romania during the 1980s: Diasporas,
Transnational Solidarity Networks, and the Second Economy”, Op. cit. On the other hand,
the framing of the report focused on the negative outcomes of the Decree nr. 366/1985,
that produced effects in the activity of foreign trade until the fall of the communist regime
in 1989.
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venue to the Intercontinental Hotel in 1986, brought the source of provisions
in a commercial traffic heavily frequented by entrepreneurial students. At the
same time, the content of the offer presented during the “Peter Justesen” fairs
outlined the precise categories of merchandise in high demand on the Roma-
nian (black) market, albeit the products were considered at that time premi-
um and luxury goods. Their flow into the channels of the black market informs
on one of the paradoxes of the socialist consumer culture, where periodical in-
fusions of foreign commodities fueled an overvalued reading of Western cul-
ture® and contributed to a specific process of social stratification long before
the 1989 revolution.

From a network analysis perspective, the foreign students’ indirect in-
volvement into the commercial transactions of the “Peter Justesen” exhibition
of 1987 brings to the theoretical model of the “pluri-functional and polycen-
tric system of interconnected actors™” a supplementary transnational dimen-
sion through the connection of the students to their embassies. Albeit they were
marginal players in the trading transactions carried out during the exhibition,
their presence activated temporary informal networks needed for filling the
“Peter Justensen” order forms and further strengthened existing trading con-
nections by the reselling of goods within their current local distribution chan-
nels. This process, singular at best, frames the communist second economy as
a transnational place, where various actors competed in commercial transac-
tions and in the generation of hard currency. Moreover, the students’ casual
involvement in the “Peter Justesen” fair hilghlighted novel anomalies within
Romania’s economic system. Under the socialist framework, the two compa-
nies, “Comturist” and the Intercontinental Hotel, would have collaborated, giv-
en their complementary business objects. However, the requirement to fulfill
hard currency plans directed towards the payment in advance of Romania’s ex-
ternal debt turned the two companies into harsh competitors on the grounds
of obtaining the much needed money.

69  As Liviu Chelcea noted, foreign consumer goods were largely seen as Western, whether
they were coming from a western European country, or from other regions, such as Turkey
or other places from the Middle East: “After 1989, due to the heavy trader tourism with
Turkey and to the influx of Western consumer goods, as well as to the self-Occidentalizing
discourse of the Romanian politics, Turkish objects became ‘Balkanic’ or ‘Arab’.”, see Liviu
Chelcea, “The Culture of Shortage during State-Socialism: Consumption Practices in a
Romanian Village in the 1980s”, Cultural Studies 1/2002, 16-43.

70  Constantin, Op. cit.
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Summary

Beneficiaries of the dynamic policy of Socialist Romania that aimed
to open to the world its prestigious higher education, foreign students enrolled
in universities throughout the country were facing during the 1980s the pros-
pects of shortages and missing commodities, similar to the large majority of
the Romanian population. However, given their status as foreigners, they had
access to Western products that most locals were deprived of, because they
could purchase scarce goods from the hard currency stores. Entrepreneurial
students further resold merchandise in high demand on the black market. The
paper proposes a methodological framework inspired by network analysis, and
centers the investigation on the actors of the informal networks of the second
economy by asking how the entrepreneurial foreign students provisioned the
commodities that were subsequently resold. The trade fairs organized by the
“Peter Justensen” company, a Danish duty-free order house for diplomats, in
1985, 1986 and 1987 highlighted these type of events as potential occasions
where informal commercial links are most likely to be first realized. In 1987,
purchases were made not only by members of diplomatic missions but also by
foreign students from all university centers, aided by the former to place or-
ders that were reserved exclusively to holders of a diplomatic identification.
The foreign students’ incidental involvement in the commercial transactions
of the “Peter Justesen” exhibition of 1987 frames the second economy of a so-
cialist country as a transnational place, revealing a more complex picture as
compared to current narratives on the topic.
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Pe3sume
Anexcanppa bapnan

(HE)®OPMAJTHU KAHAIV IVICTPUBYLIMJE Y PYMYHUJU
TOKOM 1980-VX: [IPETY3VIM/bUBU CTPAHU CTYIEHTU
Y JIPYTO] EKOHOMMUJI

Arncrpaxr: OBaj 4IaHaK UCTPaXKyje yIOTy IpelySUM/bUBUX CTPa-
HUX CTy/JeHaTa y 3alyIeTeHuM HepOpMaTHMM Mpe)kaMma T3B. 0py-
2e exornomuje y Pymynuju Tokom 1980-mx, Tako HITO MPEUCIIUTYje
HEJOBO/BHO MCTPAXKEHMU [ie0 FUCTPUOYTUBHOT JIaHIIA, CHabeBabe
Hepocrajyhom unn geduiurapaoM poboM, LITO je FOFATHO Ojadano
LIPHO TPKMIITE. AHA/IM30M MpeXe KOoja je IIpaTija HeBepoBaTHe
Bese, IPUINKOM ycpencpebuBama Ha MehyHapogHe cajMoBe Kao
HOTeHIMja/He IPWIKKe y KojuMa he ce HeopmasHe Bese BEpOBaTHO
HajIIpe OCTBAPNUTI UACHTU(UKOBAH je TIOTIIYHO HEOUYeKMBAH KaHAL.
Crynuja cyvaja IpefcTaBba 0py2y eKOHOMUJY KaO TPAaHCHALMOHAT-
HO MECTO I7Ie C€ Pa3IMYUTL AKTePU TaAKMUYE y CTBapaby YBpCTe/
KOHBepTHUOWIHE BaIyTe.

Kmby4ne peun: TpaHCHaIIMOHA/THE MpPeXe, KOMyHM3aM, IIpeKorpa-
HIYHU TOKOBY, EKOHOMMja HeCTAIINIIE, PyTa eKOHOMMja

Kao xopucHuIM gyHaMuyHe MOMUTHKe collijanucTnyke PymyHuje,
KOja je HacToja/la Ja OTBOPYM CBETY CBOje IPECTIKHO BUCOKO 00pas3oBambe,
CTPaHMU CTY[E€HTU YIMICAHU Ha YHUBEP3UTETE MIMPOM 3eM/be Cy ce TOKOM 1980-
UIX TOAMHA, 6l Kao 1 BehyHa pyMyHCKOT CTAaHOBHMINTBA, CYO4YaBaIy Ca U3-
IJIefHMM HecTammnnama u gepunurom pobe. Mebytum, c 063upom Ha cTaTyc
CTpaHala, OHM Cy MMa/y IPUCTYI 3aIaJHUM IPOU3BOAMMA HEJOCTYITHUM
BehMHU JTOKa/THOT CTAHOBHUINTBA, jep Cy flepuuuTapHy poOy MOI/IN Jja Ky-
Iyjy Y HApOYMTVM IIPOflaBHMIIAMA KOje CY je IpofaBae UCK/bY4MBO 3 UBp-
CTY/KOHBepTHOWIHY BanyTy. IIpefy3suM/bUBY CTYAEHTHI CY Jja/be IIPenpoya-
Ba/M poOy 3a KOjOM je BlIajjajia BeMKa IOTPaXKiba Ha I[PHOM TPXKMIITY. Y
pany ce npepaxke METOJOTOUIKY OKBJP MHCIIMPYUCAH aHATM30M MpeXe, Ipu
4yeMy ce UCTpaKuBame ycpencpehyje Ha akTepe HepopMaTHUX MpeXKa opyze
ekoHoMUje, IpencnTyjyhy Metozie moMmohy Kojux Cy ce MHOCTpPaHU IIpefy-
3UMJ/BMBU CTYAEHTHU CHabfeBanu po6oM Kojy Cy HOTOM IpenpoaaBanu. Tpro-
BauKI CajMOBM KOje je OpraHmM3oBasia KoMIaHuja ,llerep Jycrecen®, mancko
6ecuapuHcKo npenysehe 3a cHabfeBamwe JUIUIOMAaTa, IIOTBPANIN CY Jia je TO-
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KoM Iepuopa 1985-1987. oBa Bpcra forabaja 611a moTeHIjaTHa IPUINKA
3a yCIIOCTaBY IPBUX HepOPMaTHIX KOMepLMjaTHIX/TProBUHCKIUX Be3a. To-
KoM 1987. KynoBMHY Cy 06aB/bay He CaMO WIAHOBM JUIZIOMATCKUX MUCHja
Beh 1 cTpaHM CTY[ieHTV 13 CBUX YHMBEP3UTETCKMX LIeHTapa, KOju CY, IITaBN-
Ile, IOMarasy fia ce MCIOpy4yjy HapyliOuHe pe3epBlCaHe MICK/bY4MBO 3a HO-
CMolje AUIUIOMATCKMX nacomra. [Ipo6reMarnyHo ydeurhe cTpaHux crygeHara
y KOMepLiMjaTHUM TpaHCaKijama usnoxoe ,,Iletep Jycrecen® ns 1987. ropu-
He YOKBUpYje KOMYHUCTUYKY 0py2y eKOHOMUjy KaO TPAHCHAIIMOHATHO MEeCTO,
OTKpMBajyhu ja/ieKo CIIOXKeHNjy CIVKY Off CaBpeMeHMX HapaTyuBa O 0BOj TeMI.
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